Monday, March 29, 2004
Ezekiel 35:1-36:38

Mount Seir is another name for Edom, which was the nation descended from Esau. You probably recall that Esau was Jacob’s brother who sold part of his birthright to Jacob for a bowl of soup and lost the other part of it to his brother through Jacob’s deceit of their father, Isaac. Though the actions of Esau toward Jacob years later were conciliatory, the clans battled throughout their history. At the fall of Israel to the north and Judah to the south, Mount Seir not only rejoiced, but believed that it was their right to take over the territory vacated through exile. They also were guilty of looting Jerusalem after Babylon crushed the city. 


In earlier chapters of Ezekiel, the prophet pretty much served up harsh warnings to the people concerning their sin and coming judgment. Now that the judgment was complete, it was time for the prophet to assure God’s people that there would be restoration. The conquering nations undoubtedly knew of the prophecies of judgment on Israel and Judah sent by their God and were delighted. These prophecies lent assurance to their armies as they marched against Israel and Judah, who had been miraculously delivered so many times. On the other hand, they undoubtedly could not understand the new messages of restoration.


God’s message of rescue after judgment was unique among the nations. Gods, so the enemies of Israel and Judah thought, did not forgive! As wicked as they had been and as sinful as they would remain, God’s people were still His! Though their loyalty was nonexistent, His faithfulness to His covenant and His love for them could not be ended by their rebellion.  Our own rebellion, combined with the rebellion of all people throughout the centuries, did not drive God from us. Rather, it drove Him to the cross, the only means by which He could keep us as His own!
